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EDUCATION 

George Washington
University Law School,
J.D., with honors, 1981

University of
Pennsylvania, B.A. in
marine and freshwater
biology, magna cum
laude, 1977 

BAR & COURT
ADMISSIONS 

New Jersey, 1982

U.S. District Court,
District of New Jersey,
1982

District of Columbia, 1981 

California, 1987

U.S. Supreme Court,
1989 

Gordon C. Duus
Member

Environmental Law

Construction Services

Gordon Duus is chairman of the firm's Environmental Law

Department. He has spent the past 25 years counseling clients

entering real estate or commercial transactions on how to manage

risks created by environmental laws. He joined the firm as a

member in 1990. 

Mr. Duus has extensive experience handling matters involving the

federal Superfund law, New Jersey's Industrial Site Recovery Act,

underground storage tank laws and other laws requiring the cleanup

of contaminated property.  He has obtained brownfields approvals

that allowed clients to obtain state funds to pay for the cleanup of

their properties.  He has obtained environmental insurance policies

for over 100 properties, usually as part of an effort to help a

transaction proceed to closing.  

Mr. Duus advises clients who have paid or are paying for the

remediation of contaminated property on how to avoid incurring

cleanup costs or to recover those costs from other parties that are

responsible for the contamination.

Mr. Duus also advises developers of industrial, commercial and

residential real estate on how to obtain the permits necessary to

develop in regulated areas, such as wetlands, floodplains and

coastal areas.

NOTEWORTHY

Mr. Duus has been named an expert witness in several

environmental lawsuits and has been appointed by the New Jersey

Superior Court to act as environmental counsel for a custodial

receiver. He has also been included in 201 Magazine's list of Top

Lawyers in Bergen County for 2011.

Mr. Duus has lectured regularly on environmental law issues before

such organizations as Cook College of Rutgers University and the

New Jersey State Bar Association. 
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Mr. Duus has been awarded an AV rating, the highest rating available, for his professionalism and

the quality of his legal work from Martindale-Hubbell, the premier directory of legal professionals. 

He has been selected by his peers for inclusion in New Jersey Super Lawyers® in Environmental

Law and has also been selected for inclusion in the prestigious Best Lawyers in America®, 2012.

PUBLICATIONS

NJ Acts to Reduce Nutrient Pollutant in Barnegat Bay, New Jersey Law Journal, February 28, 2011

Incentives Drive Expanded Use of Solar Energy in New Jersey, New Jersey Law Journal, December

13, 2010

Guaranteed Cleanup Cost Contracts: A Keystone For Contaminated Property Deals, New Jersey Law

Journal, February 23, 2009

Ask A Lawyer: Lease Can Limit Liability in Case Tenant Pollutes, The Record, May 27, 2008

Ask A Lawyer: NJ Can Help You Pay for Site Cleanup, The Record, July 17, 2007

Ask A Lawyer: Financing Purchase of a Tainted Site, The Record, May 29, 2007

New Environmental Rules Affecting Development In New Jersey, Cole Schotz Docket, Summer 2004

Reporting Historical Contamination, New Jersey Law Journal, February 16, 2004

Using Government Funds for Environmental Cleanups, New Jersey Law Journal

Tax Relief Available to Revitalize Contaminated Property, New Jersey Law Journal

The Obligation to Report Historical Contamination in New Jersey, New Jersey Law Journal

Underground Tank Rules Range Wide and Deep, New Jersey Law Journal

Environmental Issues Here to Stay in Real Estate, Crain's New York Business

LAW BLOG ARTICLES

Guaranteed Cleanup Cost Contracts: A Keystone for Contaminated Property Deals, Environmental &

Energy Law Monitor 
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SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

Real Estate & Commercial Transactions Involving Contaminated Properties, Cole Schotz Seminar,

October 14, 2008

Environmental Land Use Permits in New Jersey in 2008, Cole Schotz Seminar, May 22, 2008 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

American Bar Association

New Jersey Bar Association

Bergen County Bar Association 
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