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Q. How can I shield my business:-
from personal injury liability? .

Accidents are an everyday oc-
currence, but you have an obliga-
tion to take steps that ensure the
safety of your customers and oth-

- ers who visit your place of busi-
ness. Implementing 4 few basic
procedures can protect your Busi-
niess against significant legal fees,
increased instirance premiume, or
even payment of a large personal -
injury clam. R

- M Make sure vou and your em-

ployees are on the lookout forpo- -

tential hazards.

:Whether it’s a “cleanup on
Aisle 6” or a heavy tool placed on
the'edge of a high shelf. make
sure someone checks the premis-
¢s frequently for dangerous condi-

S ’A‘sK A LAWYER k
Protecting a business from injury suits

tions that could lead fo an injury. -
B Adjust-your everyday rou- -
tines during inclement weather. -
In rain orsnow, make sure you
place mats by the entrance doots
to.your business to prevent peaple
from slipping. Be certain the mats
are secured  tothe floor to
preyvent them from siiding and be-.
coming a hazard: Also, place
signs warning people of potential-
Iy slippery conditions, and have
employees:mop up water that ac-
cumulates to prevent accidents.
W Always offer assistance. -
While'you shouldn't attempt to
move a seriously injured person
or prca\;ide first aid unless you
have the appropriate training, a-
little huma.npkindness cangoa’
long way. If you and your em-

ployees show compassion and -
call the appropriate first respon- -
ders for assistarice, it can help de:
fuse the hostility that fuels:some
lawsuits. Showing you care is not

an admission of lability. Howey- .

er, it is important that you'and

*your ‘emglldykaes refrain from dis-

cussing the cause of the incident

- with the injured individual .~
- M Make sure you have suffl-.
. clentinsurance coverage. Skimp- -

.ing on insurance might save mon-
ey in the short term, but insuffi-
cient coverage could be a big -
‘problem if someone is injured at :

-your place of business: Review

EOur coverage and be sure you.

ave enough insurance to cover

any potental claims,
Instituting these simple meas: -

ures can help shield yoiir business

- from significant Hability.If an ac-

cident does happen, contact your
insurance company.or an attor-
ney i writing immediately:

- Cameron Welch is an atiorney
~in the litigation depariment at

Cole, Schotz Meisel. Forman &

- Leonard, PA, the largest law

Jirm in Bergen Couny. E-mail:

cwelch@coleschote com. This is
‘not imtended to be legal advice, .
- which cart only be giveri affer the

attormey understands the facts of

", & particular matter and the goals
sofaclent o

; Do you have a business duestion for

Ask a Lawyer? Send it to Business
Naws@northjensey.com.
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